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July 5, 2007

Hon. Jane Earll
Pennsylvania State Senate
Room 177Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3049

Dear Sen. Earll:

First, let me thank you for your continued leadershipand interestdespitewhat could be
the unfortunate shutdown of Pennsylvania's fledglinggaming industry. As you know,
The Meadows recentlyopened on June 11thand has enjoyedtremendous success. Our
opening was the culmination of severalyears of hard work by thousands of people,
including our many employees.

Though we are unable to attend your special July 5thhearing,please allow us to share
several concerns we have should Pennsylvaniashut down The MeadowsRacetrack &
Casino. .

. While we certainlyhave a financial interest in our facilityremaining open, it is
our employees and local communitywho standto lose the most. In all, we have
hired 505 local residents and believe we have the best team in the state. For each
day we are closed, Meadows employeeswill not be paid $47,000. That translates
into a weekly payroll loss of $329,000 for these working families. Additionally,
economistsmaintain each dollar in payroll is spent and re-spent no less than eight
times inthe local community,meaning southwesternPennsylvaniawill lose $2.6
million a week.

. The Meadows takes great pride in our relationshipwith our local companies and
vendors. Everything from our uniformsto food to napkins is purchased from
local companies. In many cases, these are small businesses that have ramped up
their operations and inventory to ensure that they are preparedto meet our
anticipatedneeds. We pay these companies $16,000per day 01'$112,000per
week. Loss of this revenue could lead to irreparable harmto these small, local
businesses - and the people they employ.
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